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Tommy Harmon (left) with Lydia Roof, 
Gerad Mintz, Nick Young, Patrick 
Williams, Jordan Williams, First Lady 
Jenny Sanford, Jessica Hook, Justin 
wright, Jacob Hathcox, Will Amick, Tia 


FFA members who are studying 
Horticulture at the Lexington Technology 
Center grew and contributed poinsettias to 
decorate the Governor's Mansion for the 
Christmas Holidays. 

The plants were delivered to the 
Mansion on Monday, November 28, and 
presented to First Lady Jenny Sanford. 
Mrs. Sanford greeted the students, their 
advisor Tommy Harmon, horticulture 
instructor at the center, Ken Verburg, 
assistant director of the center, and John 
W. Parris, state director of public affairs 
with the SC FFA Organization. 

The students who participated in the 
ceremony at the Mansion included Jessica 
Hook, Lydia Roof, Gerad Mintz, Nick 


Young, Patrick Williams, Jordan Williams, 
Justin Wright, Jacob Hathcox, Will Amick, 
Tia Davenport, Emily Ivey and Ryan Rector. 

The group was given a tour of the 
Mansion by Mrs. Sanford and members 
of her staff. They also toured the formal 
gardens adjacent the Mansion. 

Lexington FFA President Jessica Hook 
and Advisor Tommy Harmon joined the 
First Lady for a TV interview following the 
presentation of the poinsettias. 


Davenport, Ken Verburg, Emily Ivey 
and Ryan Rector. 


“The students are very excited to 
make a contribution to the Governor's 
Mansion by providing poinsettias they had 
grown as part of their hands-on training in 
Horticulture”, Mr. Harmon said. 

The mission of the FFA is to make a 
positive difference in the lives of students 
by developing their potential for premier 
leadership, personal growth and career 
success through agriculture education. & 
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“South Carolinians Receive 
National FFA Award 


- Six South Carolinians were awarded the Center; Wesley Harris, retired Chief Rawl and Sons Farms; and Ms. Willett 
Honorary American FFA Degree at the Farm Loan Officer, USDA Farm Service Wooten, Hometowner Editor, Anderson 
National FFA Convention in Louisville, KY, Agency; William E. Keels, State Director INDEPENDENT-MAIL. 

October 28, 2005. of Agricultural Education, Clemson The Honorary American Degree is 
Those who received the prestigious University; Dr. J. Carroll Wates, Director, the highest award presented to friends 

award were Tommy Harmon, Agricultural Strom Thurmond Technology Center; and supporters by the 490,000 member 

Education Teacher, Lexington Technology Charles Wingard, Co-Owner of Walter R National FFA Organization. æ 


Dr. Larry Case (left), National FFA Advisor, congratulates South 
Carolina recipients. 


William E. Keels Willett Wooten 


Charles Wingard Wesley Harris 


SC FFA Chapters Recognized 
at National Convention 


Nine FFA chapters from South Carolina were recognized during the National FFA Chapter 
Awards and Recognition Ceremony at the National FFA Convention. 


McBee and Aiken....Three Star Category 
Crescent, Laurens, West Oak, Lexington and Belton-Honea Path....Two Star Category 


Loris and Calhoun Falls....One Star Category 


October, November & December 2005 


Major General Arnold Fields, a retiree 
from the U.S. Marine Corps and former 
National NFA Officer from Early Branch, 
SC, addressed the National FFA Convention 
in Louisville, KY, on October 28. 

He spoke during a commemoration 
ceremony in recognition of the 40th 
anniversary of the merger of the New 
Farmers of America (NFA) and the FFA. 

Founded in 1935, the NFA was 
organized to provide agricultural education 
programs to African-American students in 
the 18 southern states. In 1965 the NFA 
and FFA combined and the present FFA 
organization was formed 


The SC FFA Association was one of 

the states recognized by the National 

FFA Organization for INCREASED 
MEMBERSHIP in 2005. The State FFA 
Officers received the award at the National 
FFA Convention in Louisville, KY., in 
October. 

Membership in the National FFA 
Organization is at a twenty-five year 
record high of more than 490,000 
members. There are FFA chapters located 
in every state, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands. 
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General Fields reflected upon the 


merger and commended the FFA for 
its continual show of compassion and 
inclusiveness and stressed the importance 
of strength in unity. As he concluded 
his powerful speech, the General filled 
Freedom Hall with his beautiful voice by 
singing the NFA Song 

A graduate North District High School 
in Varnville, SC, General Fields enrolled 
in South Carolina State College (now 
South Carolina State University) where 
he majored in Vocational Agriculture. He 
served as a State officer in the NFA prior 
to being elected National NFA Secretary 
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Carolina Native 


in 1963. While in his first year teaching 
Vocational Agriculture, he was drafted for 
the military but received permission to 
complete the year before entering the U.S. 
Marine Officers Candidate School. 

His first speech upon becoming an 
officer in the Marine Corps was to an FFA 
chapter. “The FFA is a powerful institution 
that encourages leadership development. 
We will be remiss if we don't provide 
today's students with the proper training 
for success in this arena," the General said. 

General Fields' former Agricultural 
Education Teacher, Norman Brown, resides 
in Sumter, SC. æ 
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State FFA Officers (from left) Jason Gore, 
Stephen Tyner, Emily Waggoner, 
Michael Burdette and Shane Grice 


= Manning—Bronze 


South Caro) lina | 
Awarded American 


Compete tr’ 


Nati O Seven South Carolina students were Perkins, Myrtle Beach Chapter at Carolina 
awarded the American FFA Degree at the Forest High School; Jonathan Rivers, 
ki Selehtcen'sc FFA Teams or Individuals National FFA Convention in Louisville, KY, Central Chapter, Pageland: and Justin 
ma participated in the National Finals at October 26-29, 2005 Wilson, CBN Chapter. 
À; the 2005 National FFA Convention. The Receiving the prestigious award The American FFA Degree is the 
participants, their chapter and placings were Christopher Bellamy, Loris Chapter; highest ayara presented to a select 
Sere listed below. Carolyn Bryant, Aiken Chapter; David number of FFA members from throughout 
Dorn, Calhoun Falls Chapter; Alex the nation by the National FFA 
Dairy Foods Gleason, Calhoun Falls Chapter; Jennifer Organization. 4 
Abbeville—Silver 
Floriculture 
Lexington—Silver Seated (left to right) Alex 
: Gleason, Carolyn Bryant, 
Forestry Jennifer Perkins and 


Anderson I & II Technology Center—Silver David Dorn. 


Horse Evaluation 
Laurens—Silver 


Standing (from left) Justin 
Wilson, Christopher 
Bellamy and Jonathan 
Rivers 


Poultry 
Indian Land—Silver 


Prepared Speaking 
Anne Odom, Ware Shoals—Silver 


Job Interview 
Blake Champion, Indian Land—Silver 


Agricultural Mechanics 
York—Bronze 


W. Pat Earle (left), McBee 
FFA Advisor, with FFA 
members Kenneth Howle, 
Lance Polson and Justin 
Hawksworth a the SC 


Agronomy 
Strom Thurmond—Bronze 


Val 


Agricultural Issues ED FFA Exhibit in the Hall of 
Manning—Bronze mo # States Section of the Career 
Creed Speaking mai. Show at the National 
Janeva Troville, Woodmont—Bronze Ed] Convention which was 

b £ nga] attended by more than 
Dairy Evaluation oe 53,000 FFA members and 
Saluda—Bronze Bes guests. FFA members and 
Extemporaneous Speaking Ku  ddvisors/ rom throughout 
Ailensitehr = Bronze ko the state assisted at the 

8 BB exhibit for three days. 


Environmental and Natural Resources 
Calhoun Falls—Bronze 


Farm Business Management anor 
Aynor—Bronze ES 


Livestock Evaluation 
York—Bronze 


Nursery-Landscape 
Lexington—Bronze 


Parliamentary Procedure 
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Justin Wilson (left), Crescent 
FFA member, Alex Gleason, 
Calhoun Falls FFA member: 
and Kyle Hatcher, Clemson 
University Agricultural 
Education senior; deliver 
South Carolina's Gift Basket 
co the National FFA Alumni 
Auction headquarters. 


Anthony and Dianne Heading of 
Queensland, Australia, spent August 17- 
19 in South Carolina studying agriculture 
production, processing, marketing, 
research and educational programs. 
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Heading is a high school agricultural 
educator. 


nog 


Rosa 


Their visit to the state was 


coordinated by Dr. Phil Fravel, a member 
of the Agricultural Education faculty 
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at Clemson University, with assistance 
from John W. Parris, Kendal Kirk and Tim 
Keown. 

The Headings were welcomed to 
Clemson by Dr. Calvin Schoulties, Dean of 
the College of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Life Sciences; and Agricultural Education 
Department faculty. 

They visited the Caterpillar Plant, 
Simpsonville; McLeod Peach Farms, 
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McBee; Coker Farms National Historic 
Landmark, Hartsville; Walter P Rawl and 
Sons Farms, Pelion; Pelion High School 
Agricultural and Environmental Education 
Department; Edisto Research and 
Education Center, Blackville; and Happy 
Cow Creamery and 12 Aprils Dairy, Ware 
Place. They also met with the Sumter 
Young Farmer-Agribusiness Chapter. ~ 


Captions 

/. Anthony Heading (left); Dianne 
Heading, McBee FFA member Allen 
Wright; Kemp McLeod, McLeod Farms; 
State FFA President and McBee FFA 
member Stephen Tyner and Dr. Phil 
Fravel 


2. David L. Allen (left), Vice Chairman, 
Coker Farms National Historic 
Landmark Foundation, with the 
Headings. 


3. The Headings with Susan Clifton, @ 
co-owner of the Walter P. Rawl and Sons 
Farms. 


4. Pelion Agricultural Education Teacher 
Frank Stover (/e/t), FFA chapter officer 
Ricky Thompson, the Headings and 
Jean Haggard, Principal. 


5. The Headings with Jonathan Croft, 
Graduate Research Assistant, Edisto REC. 


6. Happy Cow Creamery owners Tom and 
Linda Trantham (/e/t) with the Headings. 


7. The Headings at the Caterpillar Plant. 
8. State young Farmer-Agribusiness 


Association President Ricky McDaniel 
(lefO, Sumter, with the Headings. 


FFA members, advisors, parents, school 
administrators, government officials 
and other supporters participated in 
the FFA Recognition Luncheon held in 
conjunction with the State Fair, October 
12, 2005. 

The Luncheon Program was 
conducted by State FFA Officers Stephen 
Tyner, Emily Waggoner, Michael 
Burdette, Jason Gore and Jacob Powers 

The Presentation of Colors was by 
the Manning High School FFA Color 
Guard with Lane Ham as Commander. 
Lexington FFA President Jessica Hook 
sang the National Anthem. 

State Representative Ronald 
Townsend of Anderson, Chairman 
of the House Education and Public 
Works Committee, was presented the 
John W. Parris Distinguished Service 
to Agricultural Education Award by 


Steve McCannon, President of the SC 
Agricultural Educators Association. 

Gary Goodman, General Manager of 
the SC State Fair, addressed the group 
and praised the FFA members for their 
excellent support of and participation in 
the State Fair. 

Three distinguished South 
Carolinians who were presented 
the Honorary State FFA Degree 
included Walter W. Douglas, State 
Conservationist, USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service; Dr. 
Bill Gallman, Deputy Superintendent of 
Aiken County Schools; and Nick McNair, 
Vice President, AgFirst Farm Credit 
Bank. 

Students from Lexington, Pelion 
and Rock Hill served as members of the 
first FFA Courtesy Corps initiated at the 


State Fair this year. & 


Captions 


(O. Kevin Yon (left) who 


Rock Hill FFA members on the Courtesy 
Corps were Kyle Crisp (/c/t) and Jason 
Conner. 


State Representative Ronald Townsend 
(righi) with Steve McCannon 


State FFA Officers Michael Burdette 
(left), Emily Waggoner, Stephen 
Tyner, Jason Gore and Jacob Powers 


Manning FFA Advisor Michael Haynes 


and color 


Guard 

Marton County FFA members Davin 
McFarland (left), Logan Harrelson, 
Daniel Legette and Brittany Faye 
Brown with Advisor Linwood 
Chestnut 


Atken FFA members Amanda Brown 
(left), Drew Patterson, Lara Boyd 
and Robbie Howard with Advisor Joe 
Wilson 


Lexi n FFA members on the 

y Cor "Jessica Hook 

, Jeff Slaven, Jordan Williams, 
State Fair Official Nancy Smith, Jacob 
Hathcox and Ryan Rector. /essica 
Hook also sang the National Anthem at 


the Luncheon 


Pelion FFA members on the Courtesy 
Corps were Jeff Padgett (left), 

Ben Teaster, Kyle Lucas, Ricky 
Thompson and Gary Williams 


Emily Nance with Rick Duran who 
represented the SC Farm Bureau 


represented the SC 
Farm Bureau presented Samuel Hall the 
Beef Scholarship as State Fair General 
Manager Gary Goodman /ooks on 


Kathryn Keller (righi) with Mrs 
Frances Price who represented the SC 
Farm Bureau 


12. Keri Perdue with Farm Bureau official 


Chalmers Mikell. 
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Samuel Hall, York FFA member, 
received a $2500 scholarship in the 
Beef category. Emily Nance, York FFA 
member, received $2000 in the Dairy 
category. Keri Perdue, Chesterfield FFA 
member, received $1500 in the Swine 
category and Kathryn Keller, York FFA 
member, received $1000 in the Wether 
Goat category. 
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2005 SC State Fair 
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The scholarships were awarded 
by the SC Farm Bureau Federation 
in concert with the State Fair. 
Selection criteria included expertise in 
showmanship, a written exam, and an 
interview with a professional animal 
scientist. æ 
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The Aiken High School and Marion County 


Technical Education Center FFA members 
grew, contributed and beautified the 
Livestock Arena with flowers from their 
Horticulture Department greenhouses. #- 


ty 


ne Thousand and 00/100--- 
w305 SC Staje Fait. SC Farm Bureau 


- ver) PERE 
k7 KEL “undead and OI 


sand five hun 


Arena a ™ Ong 


October17, 200! 
Kariurpn Kereer S 1,000.” 


oe 


The Loris FFA Team took first place honors 
and the Aynor Team was state runner-up in 
the FFA Soil Judging Finals held in Edgefield 
County in November. Both teams and their 
advisors were awarded expense-paid trips 
to compete in the National Land and Range 
Finals in Oklahoma in May 2006. 

Loris Team members are Blake McCormick, 
Lauren Todd, Derek Booth and Adam Gore. 
Nate Bellamy, Agricultural Education Teacher 
at Loris, is the team advisor. 

Aynor Team members are Devin Barnhill, 
Grafton Cannon, Kasie Dawsey and Josh 


Ammons. Their advisor is Stacy Bazen. Devin 
Barnhill, the high individual scorer in the 
state competition with a score of 252 out of a 
possible 240, was awarded an expense-paid 
trip to the 2006 National FFA Convention in 
addition to the trip to Oklahoma. 

West Oak FFA member Ginger Givens, 
the second high individual scorer in the 
overall competition, was awarded an 
engraved watch. Stanly Gibson is her FFA 
advisor. 

The Thurmond Technology Center 
Team placed third in the state finals. Team 


Loris and Aynor FFA Teams Headed to 
National Land Judging Finals 


members are Josh Corley, Parker Northrop, 
Kyle Harper and Graham Holson. Northrop 
was the third high individual scorer in the 
state. Dan Henderson is the Team advisor. 
The State Soil Judging competition 
is coordinated by Clemson University 
Agricultural Education Administrative staff 
and co-sponsored by Progress Energy, Duke 
Power, SCANA and the SC Association of 
Conservation Districts. Technical assistance 
is provided by the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. = 


Loris Team members Blake McCormick 
(lef, Lauren Todd, Derek Booth and 
Adam Gore 


Pelion FFA Wildlife Team 
Takes Top State Honors 


The Pelion High School FFA Wildlife 
Management Team took first place honors 

_ in the State FFA-sponsored Finals held 
at the National Wild Turkey Federation 
Headquarters in Edgefield County in 
November 2005. This is the sixth consecutive 
year a Pelion team has taken top honors in 
this Natural Resource Science event. 

Team members are Andrew Palmer, 
Brian Yongue, Kelli Vellenga and Kayla 
Corbett. They were coached by Frank R. 
Stover, Jr., Agricultural Education Teacher at 


Aynor Team members Devin Barnhill (left), 


Grafton Cannon, Kasie Dawsey and Josh 
Ammons with Advisor Stacy Bazen 


Pelion, and Mrs. Charlotte Jennings, 
a Clemson University student who 
was practice teaching at Pelion. 
Wildlife Management is a 
Natural Resource Science activity 
in the curriculum offerings 
of a number of agricultural education 
departments in South Carolina and rates 
among the most popular of the FFA career 
development events. @ 


West Oak FFA member Ginger Givens with 


State FFA Vice President Jacob Powers 


Pelion Team members Andrew Palmer (left), 


Brian Young, Kelli Vellenga and Kayla 
Corbett wich Charlotte Jennings and 
Frank R. Stover 


Thurmond FFA Wildife Team 


Competes in State Finals 


The Strom Thurmond Technology Center FFA Wildlife Team was the Runner-up in the State Finals. 

Team member Michelle Miller was the high individual scorer, followed by Josh Mcllvried, 
second high scorer; Ashley Doolittle, third high scorer; and Natalie Watson, seventh high scorer 
in the state competido, Hugh Bland, Agricultural Education teacher, is their advisor. &- 
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SC Agricultural Educators — 
nd National Conference 
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Steve McCannon, President of the SC Jackson High School, Kershaw, Barry 

Agricultural Educators Association and a Hawkins, Secretary of the SC group and 
teacher at Edisto High School, Cordova; 


teacher at the B.J. Skelton Career Center, 
Easley, attended the National Association Mindy Sandifer, teacher at Barnwell 
County Career Center, Blackville; and Tim 


of Agricultural Educators in Kansas City, 
Missouri, December 6-10, 2005. Maye, teacher at Central High School, 
Pageland. « 


He was accompanied by Roger 
Estridge, President-elect of the SC 
organization and a teacher at Andrew 


Seated from left is Steve McCannon and 
Roger Estridge. Standing from left is Allan 
Sulser, President of NAAE, Utah; Mindy 
Sandifer, Tim Maye and Barry Hawkins. 
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Mindy Sandifer, Agricultural Education 


Teacher at the Barnwell County Career 
Center, received the Teachers Turn the 
Key Award at the National Association 
of Agricultural Educators conference in 
Kansas City, Missouri in December. The 
Teachers Turn the Key Award is designed 
to encourage young teachers to remain 
in the profession and recognize their 
successful accomplishments. 

She has taken a program that had 
been inactive for 20 years and turned 
it into an exciting learning opportunity 
for students in three years. Her classes 
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fat) Agricultural Education Department, 
A Pageland, SC, has been named the 


G 


of the top six in the nation. 
Agricultural Education teacher Tim 
Maye received the prestigious award at 
the National Association of Agricultural 
Educators Conference in Kansas City, 


Ha 
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Missouri. 


: The Adult Division of Central High School's 


Outstanding Program in the South and one 


have experienced significant growth in 
enrollment annually because of courses in 
animal science, wildlife, horticulture and 
small engine repair. 

She has developed partnerships in the 
community which offer students real life, 
hands-on learning experiences and the 
FFA members are participating in local, 
state and national activities. 

Sandifer was awarded an expense- 
paid trip to Kansas City, Missouri, by 
the Dodge Division of DaimlerChrysler 
Corporation. æ 


Maye and Ashli Young, the other 
Agricultural Education teacher at Central 
High School, are respected throughout the 
south for their exemplary leadership in 
planning and implementing a superb Adult 
Agricultural Education Program. 

Tim Maye was awarded an expense- 
paid trip to the conference by the SC 
Agricultural Educators Association. æ 


Mindy Sandifer with 2005 Nacional NAAE 
President Jeff Maierhofer. 
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Tim Maye (right) was presented a plaque by Lee James, 
President-elect of NAAE from Mississippi. 
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Agricultural Educators 
Participate in 
Cooperative Seminar 


A select group of Agricultural Educators 
attended a Cooperative Awareness Seminar 
sponsored by the SC Cooperative Council 
on October19 in conjunction with the 
observance of National Cooperative Month. 
The Seminar was planned and 
conducted by Marie Stiles, executive 
director of the Council, in concert with 


Council President Kim Hood, vice president, 


Pee Dee Farm Credit, Florence: and John W. 
Parris, state director of public affairs, SC 
FFA Association. 

Seminar presenters included Gregg 
White with the USDA Rural Development 
Agency: Vicki Ringer, Electric Cooperatives 
of South Carolina; Paul Holder, Farmers 


Waters 


Josh Waters of Gilbert, SC, a senior 

at Clemson University majoring in 
Agricultural Education, participated 

in the National FFA New Century 

Farmer Program in 2005. The program 

is sponsored by Pioneer Hi-Bred 
International, Inc., a subsidiary of DuPont, 


and Rabobank, a global financial services 


Telephone Cooperative, Sumter; 
Miriam Pflug, AgSouth Farm 
Credit, Spartanburg; Tom 
Welsh, executive vice president, 
AgFirst Farm Credit Bank, Columbia; and 
Marie Stiles. 

Participants included Dr. Phil Fravel, 
Clemson University; M. Pat Black, 
Branchville; Chris Edge, Clover; Linwood 
Chestnut, Marion; Cliff Wilbanks, Dillon; 
James Ulmer, Lake Marion; Mindy Sandifer, 
Barnwell; Amanda Nichols, Saluda; 
Melanie Birchmore, Laurens; Mark Earle, 
Hillcrest; Darrell Ricketts, Socastee; Ashli 
Young, Central; Audie Green, Anderson I & 
II Technology Center; Charlotte Jennings, 
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Participates in Nations il FFA Pr 


leader, as a special project of the National 
FFA Foundation. He was the only student 
from the south selected to participate. 

The intensive five-day seminar held 
in Johnson, Iowa, included topics ranging 
from the global marketplace to farm 
financing, demographic trends and risk 
management. 


eee ESP LP, 
PG NAPAG IG arse 


Emily Waggoner, Jacob Powers 
and Michael Burdette attended 
the Clemson University College 


Sciences Tailgate Event held in 
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State FFA Officers Stephen Tyner, 


of Agriculture, Forestry and Life 


Marie Stiles, James Ulmer, Pat Black and 


Tom Welsh 


Newberry and Mid-Carolina, and Clemson 
University Agricultural Education seniors 
Blake Berry, Kyle Hatcher, Kristen Mackey, 
Michael Green and Ashley Granata. 

This was the first Cooperative 
Awareness Seminar conducted specifically 
for Agricultural Educators in South 
Carolina. & 
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Josh, a former 
state FFA vice 
president, served 
as president of the 
Clemson Collegiate 
FFA Organization in 


2005. a Josh Waters 
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conjunction with the Clemson-Boston 
College football game, September 24. 
They met with Clemson University 


President James Barker and his wife, Marcia, 


and were introduced during the Tailgate 
Program and at the football game. & 
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Caption: State FFA Secretary Emily Waggoner (/e/t) with State Vice President Jacob 
Powers, President and Mrs. Barker, State Vice President Michael Burdette and State 


President Stephen Tyner 


we The Clemson Collegiate FFA Organization 
presented the prestigious Advocate for 


Agriculture Award to Chalmers R. Carr lll 


and his wife, Lori Anne Carr, owners and 
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operators of Titan Peach Farms near Ridge 
Spring, SC, at their annual Awards and 
Recognition Banquet in December. 

Jerry Davis was named the 
Outstanding Agricultural Educator in South 
Carolina for 2005. He recently retired as 
Agricultural Education teacher at Indian 
Land High School. 

Blake Berry of 
Fountain Inn, SC, a 
senior at Clemson 
University majoring in 
Agricultural Education, 
was awarded the John 
W. Parris Agricultural 
Leadership Award. He 


Blake Berry 


served as vice president 
of the Collegiate FFA in 2005 and is a 
former president of the SC FFA Association 


The Outstanding 
Underclassman Award 
was presented to Kevin 
Sox, a junior majoring in 
Agricultural Education. 
The Outstanding 
Upperclassman Award 
went to Michael Greene, 


Chalmers and Lori Anne Carr with 
Clemson University Provost Dr. Dori Helms 


Kevin Sox 


a senior in Agricultural 
Education. 

The Collegiate FFA officers for 2006 
are Kevin Sox, president; Wesley Porter 
and Darla Simons, vice presidents; 
Stephanie Moore, secretary; Julie Lemons, 
treasurer; Kathryn Keller, reporter; 

Chris Bellamy, sentinel and Katie 

Crouch, ANRC Representative. Dr. Tom 
Dobbins, a member of the Agricultural 
Education faculty, serves as advisor to the 


organization. & 


Clemson University Provost Dr. Dori Helms 
with Jerry Davis and Josh Waters 
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Katie Hulse (font left), staff member of the Dean's Office, College 9 Agriculture, Forestry and 
Life Sciences at Clemson, with Collegiate FFA members Ashley Granata (front right); Kyle 
Hatcher (back left), Blake Berry, Kevin Sox and Jennifer Perkins ac the Clemson Univer- 
sity Exhibit in the Career Show at the National FFA Convention in Louisville, KY. 


Jim Gaston, Lenny Gwinn and 
Dr. John E. Roberts Ill 


Bobby Lee, Mr. and Mrs. Lee Grant and 
Earl Cameron 


Michael Roddey, Wesley Carter and Dr. 
Wray Smith 


Chester-Lowrys 
FFA Reunion was 
a Great Success 


Chester area residents Jane Ellen Lee 
Cameron and her husband, FFA Alumnus 
Earl Cameron, happened to find a 1962 
Chester High School FFA Calendar with 

a group photo of local students enrolled 
in Agricultural Education nearly 45 years 
earlier. 

This discovery prompted the idea of a 
Chester-Lowrys FFA reunion and with Jane 
Ellen's brother, Bobby Lee, another Chester 
FFA Alumnus, and other family members 
committed to assist, she agreed to chair 
the event and the planning began 

“The most challenging part was 
locating the addresses of the FFA Alumni,” 
Jane Ellen said. “One of the first actions 
taken was to announce the reunion in the 
local papers,” she added. The Chester News 
and Reporter was very cooperative and 
published the story weekly for months. 

FFA alumni and their families 
began to gather up the high school year 
books dating as far back as 1938. FFA 
jackets worm more than 40 years before, 
newspaper clippings and photographs 
spanning portions of three generations 
were prepared for display. 

The reunion, held at the Lowrys 
Community Center, became a pleasant 
reality on a beautiful Saturday afternoon 
in late August with more than 100 in 
attendance. A live band greeted FFA 


Below: Mike Ritchie (left front), Wayne 
Logan, Jimmy Dodds, Steve Counterman 
and Ronnie Stephenson. (Back lefi) Pierce 
Cameron, Jeff Wilson, Eddie Darby, Earl 
Cameron, Dr. Wayne Beam, and Bobby Lee. 


Alumni and their families as they 
assembled for a sumptuous buffet dinner. 
Jane Ellen presided and introduced 
FFA Alumni speakers Earl Cameron, a 
retired SC Forestry Commission official; 
Dr. Wray Smith, retired Superintendent 
of the Pendleton District Schools; Ronnie 
Stephenson and Jeff Wilson, successful 
farmers; Willis Crain, a long time school 
board member; and former Chester 
Agricultural Education Teacher and FFA 
Advisor John W. Parris. Others also shared 
how the FFA had changed their lives and 
inspired them. Lee Grant, a 1938 FFA 
Alumnus, attended and enjoyed the event 
Mrs. Jennie Dodds, a retired educator and 
grandmother of the local agricultural 
education teacher in her mid-nineties, 
attended and had a wonderful time. 
Chester's Agricultural Education 
Teacher, Kip Beam, who's father, father-in- 
law and uncle were students of John Parris 
in the late 1950's and early 1960's, was 
pleased with the reunion. “It underscored 
that Agricultural Education and the FFA is 
alive and well in the twenty-first century,” 
Beam said. & 


Below: Lee Petitgout (left front) with 
Courtney Petitgout and Jane Ellen 
Cameron. Bobby Lee (left in back), 
Kim Parkins, Earl Cameron and Paul 
Petitgout 


Earle Recognized 
“by School Board 


E.B. Earle of McBee, 
a retired Agricultural 
Education Teacher 
and FFA advisor, was 
recently honored 

by the Chesterfield 
County School Board 
and Superintendent 
for more than 

50 years of 
distinguished service to the school district. 

Mr. Earle was recognized for his 
leadership in securing millions of dollars for 
the school district over the years from the 
proceeds of state-owned land in the county. 

He was also honored for his superb 
teaching career which resulted in being 
named Teacher of the Year in Chesterfield 
County and one of the sixteen Outstanding 
Agricultural Educators in the 75 year history 
of FFA in the state by the AgriBiz magazine. 

The Board presented Mr. Earle 
a Resolution of Commendation and 
established a $1000 scholarship in his 
name to be awarded to a Chesterfield County 
student annually. 

Board Chairman Jerry Holley of McBee 
is an FFA Alumnus and student of Mr. 
Earle. W. Pat Earle, Agricultural Education 
Teacher at McBee High School, is a son of 
E.B. Earle. @ 


E. B. Earle 


tees 


FFA Members Host Christmas 


Party for Children 


FFA members from the Cherokee Technology 
Center (CTC) in Gaffney and Blacksburg High 
School sponsored their annual Christmas 
party for residents of the Cherokee County 
Children's Home. 

The event, held at the CTC, included 
dinner and a surprise visit by Santa. CTC 
FFA President Michael Bridges shared the 
Christmas Story with the children and Josh 
Hardin, President of the Blacksburg Chapter, 
led FFA officers in singing “O Beautiful Star 
of Bethlehem.” The officers assisted Santa in 
distributing useful gifts to each child. 


Gleason is Guest on 
National TV Show 


Alex D. Gleason, a member of the 
Calhoun Falls FFA Chapter and a former 
state FFA vice president, was a special 
guest on the RFD-TV Network program 
FFA TODAY in November. 

He discussed his 4000 mile 
cross-country bicycle trip last summer 
known as Expedition Nutrition which 
was designed to call attention to the 
importance of healthy living, good 
nutrition and exercise. 

Orion Samuelson, host of FFA 
TODAY and the US Farm Report TV 
Show, interviewed Alex along with 
National FFA President Travis Jett, and 
National Secretary Jessie Geib. 


The RFD-TV Network reaches more 
than 24 million homes in America. æ- 


Orion Samuelson (left) with Alex 
Gleason, Jessie Geib and Travis Jett 


FFA Members Named 
SC Farm Bureau Ambassadors 


William is a junior at Laurens 
District 55 School and Allison is a 
junior at Clemson University. = 


Laurens FFA member William Nelson 
and Pendleton FFA member Allison 
Waggoner have been named State 
Youth Ambassadors for 2006 by the SC 
Farm Bureau Federation. 

They each received $500 in 
cash, an Apple IPod nano MP3 
recorder/player and a $1500 college 
scholarship. 


William Nelson 


A large group of FFA 
members, faculty members, 
school administrators, trustees, 
FFA member parents and other 
supporters attended the party. 

The two FFA chapters raised a 
significant amount of funds from 
individuals and organizations, 
including the Sertoma Club which is 
a primary supporter. 

Bob Lail and William Parker are 
the FFA advisors. & 


Allison Waggoner 


Caption: Josh Hardin (/6/8) with Lindsay Allison, William Wilson, Neely 
Thomas, Brent Ledbetter, Chris Trusty and Michael Burgess 


www.scaged,org 


Some just grow Up 
loving the land. 


We'll be here for them. 
No one understands the challenges and dreams of America's future FARM CREDIT ` | 


farmers better than Farm Credit. And no one is more motivated to help 
make those dreams come true. We've been financing rural America for Loans for Agriculture and a whole lot more. 


90 years and we'll be here when it's their time. 
1-800-673-3999 


Whether it's land, barns, equipment, vehicles, or even buying a home, www.agfirst.com 
we know where to begin. Call us: we're the experts. a 
Equal Housing Lender 


And they! 
Some falls itak 


Notus. Were the South Carolina nG 
Farm Bureau Federation, PEET 
a non-profit advocacy organization — 


working to promote agriculture, 

S mang 

Our mission is to promote agricultural ‘interests in the 

State of South Carolina andito optimize the lives of those 

involved in agriculture while being respectful to the needs 

and concerns ofall citizens in our state. 

Over 130,500 families across the state take SOUTH CAROLINA 


advantage of the benefits available to 
SC Farm Buren eee families. 


Call us today for more information. FARM 
1-800-628-4571 BUREAU 


